ART TRIVIA 


e Ninety three percent of all the people portrayed in paintings and sculptures - those with some 
indication of which hand is favored - are right handed. That corresponds as it should to the fact that 93 
percent of the population actually is right handed. 

e Michelangelo was pretty creative. He made paper airplanes, too. 

e Italy's art historians say Michelangelo never bathed during the four years he worked on the 
frescoes in the Sistine Chapel. 

e Inthe late 1700s, the English sculptor John Deare had faith he'd create masterpieces if he were to 
sleep on his blocks of marble. So he did. That stiffened him up. He caught cold. Couldn't work. His 
faith waned. He died. 

e Among Leonardo da Vinci's sketches is a detailed drawing of a machine gun. 

e A student of the arts, liquor and pharmacology says Vincent Van Gogh's visions on canvas 
probably were less influenced by glaucoma, if at all, than by absinthe, the outlawed drink that makes 
the world look even weirder. 

e Inthe early days of photography, not too many people had their portraits taken. But when they 
died, their families wanted pictures. So far more of them than history records were propped up and 
photographed on their death beds. A student of the matter says countless albums contain such 
photos. Unknowing descendants describe some as "taken while asleep." In others, the subjects 
appear awake. 

e About 90 percent of what the art thieves steal is never recovered. 

e According to the historical footnotes, such artists as Renoir, Gauguin and Toulouse-Lautrec picked 
up a little pocket money from time to time by creating restaurant menus. 

e It's a matter of record that Josiah Wedgwood, the master potter, ate a mix of soap, rhubarb and 
egg yolks for his health. He died at 65. 
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